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About College of Menominee Nation

The College of Menominee Nation (CMN) is located in
Northeastern Wisconsin in the homeland of the Menominee
People. The College’s flagship campus is in Keshena on the
Menominee Reservation. CMN also serves students from facilities
in Green Bay, 45 miles southeast of the main campus. The rural
and urban locations share faculty and most programs. Students
may elect to study at either or both campuses.

CMN'’s Student Support Services

TCUs are committed to educating and empowering students to
advance the Tribal and rural prosperity through alleviating
financial hardships, safety concerns, and academic challenges.

Our students at CMN depend on our tutoring services, supported
by eight tutors. Transportation agreements with Menominee
Transit Services enable our students to commute to our campuses
for classes, and our pilot pantry program enables the College to
provide meals for small families.

Policy Priorities for the 119" Congress

Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs) are key drivers of workforce
development and economic growth within local, regional, and
national economies. As centers of learning and scientific inquiry,
TCUs provide open-access education to all students. When
Congress funds TCUs, entire communities are strengthened.

Policy priorities for TCUs:
(1) Address historical underfunding through targeted TCU
investments in workforce development opportunities;

(2) Increase flexible funding, which allows TCUs to develop
community-specific programs and build needed facilities;

(3) Support amendments to 1994 land-grant programs to create a
level playing field for 1994s within the land-grant system.

College of Menominee Nation:
Facts at a Glance
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Students Enrolled
Fall 2024/Fall 2025

$6,200

Affordable Tuition (per year)

6:1

Student to Faculty Ratio

80%

Students receive
Federal Pell Grants

60%

Part-Time Students

40%

Full-Time Students
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TCUs as Economic Engines: Advancing Tribal Prosperity

TCUs play a vital role in some of the nation’s most remote regions, offering technical
training and affordable post-secondary education while serving as economic hubs
for rural communities. In September 2025, AIHEC published an economic study
highlighting the impact of TCUs on both regional and national economies.

College of Menominee Nation: Driving Economic Development
e CMN alumni contributed $16.0 million to the Menominee Indian Reservation &
Shawano County economy - the equivalent of supporting 321 jobs.
e For every $1.00 invested in CMN, students gain $6.80 in lifetime earnings, society
gains $2.80 in added income and social savings. In total, Wisconsin taxpayers
gain $3.2 million in added tax revenue and public sector savings.

TCUs as Workforce Hubs: Advancing Skills, Careers, and

Communities

The CMN's Teacher Education Department continues to uphold its commitment to
community, connection, and culturally grounded teacher preparation. This year,
seven graduates of the Bachelor of Science in Education/Middle School Education
program earned their teaching licenses. They now serve schools on the Menominee
Reservation, the Oneida Reservation, and in three surrounding communities. As
these new educators enter local and regional classrooms, they carry forward the
values of relationship, reciprocity, and care—offering the same encouragement and
support that shaped their own journeys into teaching.

Workforce Ready: A Success Story from College of Menominee

Nation to Industry

Dr. Jolene Bowman earned her Associate of Arts in Early Childhood Education in
2011 and her Bachelor of Arts in 2012, graduating with high honors. She later
completed her PhD in Leadership for the Advancement of Learning and Service in
Higher Education in 2015.

Although she began her studies at a mainstream institution—before the CMN was
established—Dr. Bowman found renewed purpose upon transferring to CMN.
Scholarships also made her education more affordable and accessible.

Dr. Bowman now serves the Stockbridge-Munsee Community. Reflecting on her
experience, she shared, “Tribal Colleges are priceless. CMN provided the working
knowledge | needed to bridge management and education, empowering me to lead
effectively and support ‘Indian Education for All." | am truly grateful.”

Building Futures, Strengthening Tribal Nations

CMN has established a specialty center in Neopit, 30 minutes from our main campus.
With this center, CMN is grounded in academic and employer partnerships to support
sustainable forest management and related workforce needs. Through this initiative,
CMN seeks to expand workforce development, education, and training opportunities
tailored specifically to the community’s unique economic and cultural context. A
flagship effort within this initiative is to improve and enhance training space,
technology access, and program delivery. The project illustrates the College’s
dedication to connecting academic programming with local labor needs, particularly
in forestry, natural resources, and skilled trades.

College of Menominee Nation is a member of the

American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC)




