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Affordable Tuition
Less than $5,000 per year

$3,969

Student-to-Faculty Ratio
11:1

Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs) are key drivers of workforce development
and economic growth within local, regional, and national economies. As centers of
learning and scientific inquiry, TCUs provide open-access education to all students.
When Congress funds TCUs, entire communities are strengthened.
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Lummi Nation, WA

NWIC’s main campus is located on the Lummi Nation Reservation in Bellingham, WA.
NWIC is chartered by the Lummi Nation with five extended campus sites on the
Reservations of the Tulalip, Muckleshoot, Nisqually 
and Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribes in WA 
and Nez Perce in ID. 

About Northwest Indian College
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Success Begins with Student Support
TCUs are committed to educating and empowering students to advance the Tribal and rural prosperity through
alleviating financial hardships, safety concerns, and academic challenges. NWIC’s Student Connections provides
holistic support for students to increase retention and graduation rates through peer mentoring, academic
coaching and study groups, financial aid/scholarship support, workshops, basic needs referrals/transportation and
food/hygiene pantries. NWIC recently began offering Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) boxes filled with
locally-sourced fresh food to students, and has given out hundreds of boxes since Nov. 2025. 61%

Students receive Federal
Pell Grants

NWIC: Facts at a Glance 
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NWIC is the only accredited Tribal College serving
the states of Washington, Oregon and Idaho. The
College is a 1994 Land-Grand Institution – one of
two in Washington state.

nwic.edu | 2522 Kwina Rd. Bellingham, WA 98226 | (360)-676-2772
info@nwic.edu |

NWIC offers four bachelor’s degree
programs and seven associate’s

degree options with in-person and
online classes, and is an accredited

distance learning institution.

Students Enrolled 
Fall 2024/Fall 2025 

639/689
=+8%

Policy priorities for TCUs:
(1) Address historical underfunding through targeted TCU investments
in workforce development opportunities;

(2) Increase flexible funding, which allows TCUs to develop
community-specific programs and build needed facilities;

(3) Support amendments to 1994 land-grant programs to create a
level playing field for 1994s within the land-grant system.



$3.8 billion
Added Income

Total annual alumni
impact of the
nation’s TCUs

TCU impacts
by industry in

the U.S.

40,732
jobs supported

2,422
536

17
9

Degrees & Awards since '90
Bachelor's grads since '10
GED/HS+ Graduates in ‘25
Years of 100+ grads

NWIC had 176
graduates in 2025, just
shy of our graduation
record of 185 degrees
and awards conferred
in 2024.

46% of 2025 graduates
graduated with Honors

Students represent 126
Tribal Nations

Northwest Indian College is a member of the
American Indian Higher Education Consortium
(AIHEC)

NWIC’s Workforce Program offers multiple entry points and pathways for
students to gain foundational skills to enter the workforce, career
advancement or further education. In 2024-25, NWIC’s Adult Basic Education
Program:

NWIC Grads by the Numbers
Served 68 students 
Had 29 carpentry program completions, expanding local skilled labor
populations
Awarded 41 safety training credentials, 9 forklift operators, 11 flaggers and
21 high hazard facilities certificates 

TCUs as Economic Engines: Advancing Tribal Prosperity
TCUs play a vital role in some of the nation’s most remote regions, offering technical training and
affordable post-secondary education while serving as economic hubs for rural communities. In
September 2025, AIHEC published an economic study highlighting the impact of TCUs on both
regional and national economies.

Northwest Indian College: Driving Economic Development
For every $1.00 invested in Tribal Colleges and Universities, students gain $7.50 in lifetime
earnings, taxpayers gain $1.60 in added tax revenue and public sector savings, and society
gains $4.80 in added income and social savings.

TCUs as Workforce Hubs: Advancing Skills, Careers, and Communities

Workforce Ready: A Success Story from NWIC to Industry

Building Futures, Strengthening Tribal Nations
TCUs prepare their students for careers in high-demand fields. However, meeting the growing
demand for a future-ready workforce requires increased investment and resources to expand
programs, upgrade technology, and attract qualified faculty. NWIC seeks the strengthening of
flexible core funding used to develop community-specific programs 
and build needed facilities; guidance, solutions and clarification 
surrounding “Jay Treaty/American Indian Born in Canada” students’ 
eligibility for federal student aid; and funding for NWIC’s new 
cybersecurity certificate program.

TCUs are preparing the next generation of professionals in high-demand fields such as natural
resources, health, information technology, and the building trades. By equipping students with the
skills most needed in their communities, TCUs are laying the foundation for sustained Tribal and
regional economic growth.

The B.A. in Tribal Governance & Business Management (TGBM) is the College’s most popular
four-year degree, with 232 graduates in its decade-long history. The program focuses on career
readiness. Graduates go on to start Tribal businesses, work in Tribal governments and bring
their business-savvy skills to their communities to help diversify their Tribes’ economies. 

Steffan works as a Research Technician at NWIC’s Salish Sea Research
Center, where he began as an intern and was hired on after completing
his studies. Working alongside his family, Stefffan has been a
commercial fisherman for 20+ years and brings that lived experience
into his work in Native Environmental Science. He’s passionate about
learning, taking initiative and using science to create real-world impact
for his community. Through the USDA Next Gen program, Steffan
traveled to Washington D.C. multiple times and represented the United
States at the 2024 G7 Agriculture Hackathon at the Siracusa
International Institute in Sicily, Italy. There, he collaborated with
students from around the world to develop solutions to global
challenges. Steffan recently spoke to NWIC students about internships,
career pathways and the value of putting yourself out there.  

Building People,
Building Nations

Steffan Kinley - Native Environmental Sciences Class of 2023
Lummi Nation member


