About Sinte Gleska University

Sinte Gleska University (SGU), founded in 1971 on the Rosebud Sioux
Reservation, is a Tribally chartered Lakota institution dedicated to
self-determination, cultural preservation, and community-centered
higher education. Named for Chief Sinte Gleska, SGU advances
Sicangu Lakota values while providing accessible, sovereign, and
mission-driven academic opportunities.

Success Begins with Student Support

TCUs are committed to educating and empowering students to advance
the Tribal and rural prosperity through alleviating financial hardships,
safety concerns, and academic challenges.

Sinte Gleska University provides free lunch for students and staff
Monday through Thursday, ensuring access to nutritious meals that
support learning and well-being. The University also offers free
transportation to and from campus during the week, removing barriers
to attendance and promoting student success.

Policy Priorities for the 119" Congress

Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs) are key drivers of workforce
development and economic growth within local, regional, and national
economies. As centers of learning and scientific inquiry, TCUs provide
open-access education to all students. When Congress funds TCUs,
entire communities are strengthened.

Policy priorities for TCUs:

(1) Address historical underfunding
through targeted TCU investments in
workforce development
opportunities;

(2) Increase flexible funding, which
allows TCUs to develop community-
specific programs and build needed
facilities;

(3) Support amendments to 1994
land-grant programs to create a level
playing field for 1994s within the
land-grant system.

Sinte Gleska University:
Facts at a Glance
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Students Enrolled
Fall 2024/Fall 2025

$4,714

Affordable Tuition
Less than $5,000 per year

16:1

Student to Faculty Ratio

65%

Students receive Federal Pell
Grants

54%

Part-Time Students

46%

Full-Time Students
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TCUs as Economic Engines: Advancing Tribal Prosperity

TCUs play a vital role in some of the nation’s most remote regions, offering technical training
and affordable post-secondary education while serving as economic hubs for rural
communities. In September 2025, AIHEC published an economic study highlighting the
impact of TCUs on both regional and national economies.

Sinte Gleska University: Driving Economic Development

¢ SGU’s alumni contributed $52.7 million to SGU's service area - the equivalent of
supporting 950 jobs.

e For every $1.00 spent on SGU, students gain $7.50 in lifetime earnings, U.S. taxpayers
gain $5.20 in added tax revenue and public sector savings, society gains $12.00 in added
income and social savings. In total, South Dakota taxpayers gain $12.0 million in added
tax revenue and public sector savings.

TCUs as Workforce Hubs: Advancing Skills, Careers, & Communities

TCUs are preparing the next generation of professionals in high-demand fields such as
natural resources, health, information technology, and the building trades. By equipping
students with the skills most needed in their communities, TCUs are laying the foundation
for sustained Tribal and regional economic growth.

At SGU, a brand-new welding building is the home to our Institute of Technologies (I0T)
students. This program places students in internships across South Dakota and helps
students with certifications required for the field. The new 3D robotic arm led to a new
additive manufacturing program within the 10T department.

Workforce Ready: A Success Story from Sinte Gleska University
to Industry

Devon Whirlwind Soldier’s journey reflects resilience, purpose, and the power of
opportunity at SGU. After more than two decades on the powwow trail, he returned to
school in 2022 and discovered a supportive, culturally grounded environment that enabled
him to turn his lived experiences into a pathway for helping others. Currently, pursuing a
degree in Human Services and Mental Health, Devon benefited from SGU’s hands-on
learning approach, faculty mentorship, and community-based field placements designed to
prepare students for real-world service.

Despite facing profound personal loss, full-time work, and a period of homelessness, he
maintained a 4.0 GPA. He credits his psychology courses with strengthening his patience,
empathy, and understanding of the healing process. In recognition of his perseverance and
leadership, he was named SGU Student of the Year in 2024. Through SGU's field placement
program, Devon now serves students at St. Francis Indian School and aspires to become an
Indian Health Service (IHS) counselor, continuing his commitment to supporting and
uplifting his community.

Building Futures, Strengthening Tribal Nations

TCUs prepare their students for careers in high-demand fields. However, meeting the
growing demand for a future-ready workforce requires increased investment and resources
to expand programs, upgrade technology, and attract qualified faculty.

The greatest need at SGU is our lack of housing for both faculty and students. The lack of
housing prevents SGU from recruiting teachers and impacts our ability to retain students
over the course of their educational journey.

Sinte Gleska University is a member of the
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC)




