
Students Enrolled 
Fall 2024/Fall 2025 

885/968 = +9% 

Affordable Tuition
Less than $5,000 per year

$2,626

Student to Faculty Ratio

12:1
Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs) are key drivers of workforce
development and economic growth within local, regional, and national
economies. As centers of learning and scientific inquiry, TCUs provide
open-access education to all students. When Congress funds TCUs,
entire communities are strengthened.

Part-Time Students

43%

Full-Time Students

57%

Policy Priorities for the 119  Congressth

Belcourt, North Dakota

Turtle Mountain College (TMC) is an autonomous Tribal College
focusing on post-secondary education and scholarly research,
creating an academic environment in which the culture, language,
and social heritage of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa are
integrated throughout the curriculum.

In addition to a wide array of associate degrees and certificate of
completion programs, TMC is proud to offer four year degrees in
Elementary Education and Secondary Science Teacher Education. We
offer tuition and fee rates that are among the lowest in North Dakota
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Success Begins with Student Support
TCUs are committed to educating and empowering students to
advance the Tribal and rural prosperity through alleviating financial
hardships, safety concerns, and academic challenges.

TMC provides vital support to students facing hardships, and
emergency financial aid ensures students are able to continue their
education. TMC’s paid internship program has greatly served our
students and community, leading to positive student outcomes and
higher graduation rates.

69%
Students receive Federal 

Pell Grants

Turtle Mountain College: 
Facts at a Glance 

Policy priorities for TCUs:
(1) Address historical underfunding through
targeted TCU investments in workforce
development opportunities;

(2) Increase flexible funding, which allows TCUs
to develop community-specific programs and
build needed facilities;

(3) Support amendments to 1994 land-grant
programs to create a level playing field for
1994s within the land-grant system.



TCU impacts by
industry in the

U.S.

40,732
jobs supported

$3.8 billion
Added Income

Total annual alumni
impact of the
nation’s TCUs

Turtle Mountain College is a member of the 
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC)

TCUs as Economic Engines: Advancing Tribal Prosperity
TCUs play a vital role in some of the nation’s most remote regions, offering technical
training and affordable post-secondary education while serving as economic hubs for
rural communities. In September 2025, AIHEC published an economic study highlighting
the impact of TCUs on both regional and national economies.

Turtle Mountain College: Driving Economic Development
TMC alumni contributed $57.6 million to the Rolette County economy - the equivalent
of supporting 635 jobs.
For every $1.00 invested in TMC, students gain $47.20 in lifetime earnings; U.S.
taxpayers gain $1.20 in added tax revenue and public sector savings; society gains
$4.30 in added income and social savings. In total, North Dakota taxpayers gain
$7.4 million in added tax revenue and public sector savings.

TCUs as Workforce Hubs: Advancing Skills, Careers, and
Communities

Workforce Ready: A Success Story from TMC to Industry
Christopher Parisien - Graduated 2020
Mr. Parisen’s educational journey began at Turtle Mountain College (TMC), where access
to financial aid and institutional scholarships made higher education attainable. TMC’s
programs provided meaningful work-based learning opportunities and internships that
allowed him to gain real-world experience while completing his studies. He earned a
B.A. in Ogimaawiwin and Business Management, followed by a Master’s degree in Tribal
Administration and Governance. He is now a second-year law student at Mitchell
Hamline School of Law and serves as a Law and Policy Research Specialist for the Turtle
Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians. He credits Turtle Mountain College for laying the
foundation for his academic and professional success and remains deeply grateful for
the opportunities the institution made possible.

Building Futures, Strengthening Tribal Nations

TCUs are preparing the next generation of professionals in high-demand fields such as
natural resources, health, information technology, and the building trades. By equipping
students with the skills most needed in their communities, TCUs are laying the
foundation for sustained Tribal and regional economic growth.

Turtle Mountain College: The most in-demand degrees include Elementary Education,
Cybersecurity, and Commercial Driver's License (CDL) Certificates. The CDL program
offers a blend of classroom learning and real‑world driving experience. TMC’s
Commercial Driver program delivers high‑quality, safety‑focused training that equips
graduates for in‑demand professional driving careers.

TCUs prepare their students for careers in high-demand fields. However, meeting the
growing demand for a future-ready workforce requires increased investment and
resources to expand programs, upgrade technology, and attract qualified faculty.

TMC seeks to expand its bachelor’s degree offerings to meet workforce needs. Business
Administration remains one of the most versatile and in‑demand programs, providing
graduates with strong foundational skills that appeal to a wide range of employers.
Media studies—including journalism, communications, digital media, film, and public
relations—is also a high‑growth field generating significant student interest. To meet
this demand, TMC aims to prioritize strengthening internal capacity by hiring additional
faculty and expanding the infrastructure necessary to deliver all programs online.


