
Students Enrolled 
Fall 2024/Fall 2025 

239/255 = +7% 

Affordable Tuition
Less than $5,000 per year

$3,950

Students to Faculty Ratio

11:1

Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs) are key drivers of workforce
development and economic growth within local, regional, and national
economies. As centers of learning and scientific inquiry, TCUs provide open-
access education to all students. When Congress funds TCUs, entire
communities are strengthened.

Policy priorities for TCUs:
(1) Address historical underfunding through targeted TCU investments in
workforce development opportunities;

(2) Increase flexible funding, which allows TCUs to develop community-
specific programs and build needed facilities;

(3) Support amendments to 1994 land-grant programs to create a level
playing field for 1994s within the land-grant system.

Part-Time Students

44%

Full-Time Students
56%

Policy Priorities for the 119  Congressth
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Success Begins with Student Support
TCUs are committed to educating and empowering students to advance the
Tribal and rural prosperity through alleviating financial hardships, safety
concerns, and academic challenges. 

CCCC has two emergency aid programs available to assist students
throughout the semester when barriers arise, such as living expenses.
Additionally, CCCC provides transportation vouchers. Another student
support service is offering professional tutoring tailored to specific course
offerings and hybrid classes in the evenings to accommodate the high
percentage of students who work full-time and have family obligations.

73%
Students receive Federal Pell

Grants

Cankdeska Cikana
Community College: 

Facts at a Glance 

Cankdeska Cikana Community College (CCCC) is a small, rural, Tribal College
that serves the Spirit Lake Dakota Reservation. CCCC offers eight (8) associate
degrees and four (4) certificates. The student body primarily consists of Spirit
Lake Tribal members and members of other Tribes (82%), and almost 18%
non-Native students. CCCC provides opportunities that lead to student
independence and self-sufficiency through academic achievement and
continuation of the Spirit Lake Dakota language and culture. 

CANKDESKA CIKANA COMMUNITY
COLLEGE
Fort Totten, North Dakota



TCU impacts by
industry in the

U.S.

40,732
jobs supported

$3.8 billion
Added Income

Total annual alumni
impact of the
nation’s TCUs

Cankdeska Cikana Community College is a member of the 
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC)

TCUs as Economic Engines: Advancing Tribal Prosperity
TCUs play a vital role in some of the nation’s most remote regions, offering technical
training and affordable post-secondary education while serving as economic hubs for rural
communities. In September 2025, AIHEC published an economic study highlighting the
impact of TCUs on both regional and national economies.

Cankdeska Cikana Community College: Driving Economic Development
CCCC alumni contributed $12.9 million to the CCCC Service Area - the equivalent of
supporting 213 jobs.
For every $1.00, students gain $18,90 in lifetime earnings; U.S. taxpayers gain $1.40 in
added tax revenue and public sector savings, society gains $4.70 in added income and
social savings. In total, North Dakota taxpayers gain $4.0 million in added tax revenue
and public sector savings.

TCUs as Workforce Hubs: Advancing Skills, Careers, & Communities

CCCC aims to offer more continuing education units (CEUs) and short-term certifications
aligned with regional workforce needs, including healthcare, trades, IT, and business
skills. These fast-track credentials help community members upskill quickly and enter
high-demand jobs.

Workforce Ready: A Success Story from Cankdeska Cikana
Community College to Industry
William Shifflett, class of 2023, stated, “Attending Cankdeska Cikana Community College
was one of the best decisions I’ve made. When I enrolled, I wasn’t sure of my career path,
but CCCC provided guidance and support from day one. The instructors created a
welcoming environment, offered personalized instruction, and built my confidence to
operate safely and professionally.

That preparation paid off immediately—after graduating, I was hired as a Head Start bus
driver. The skills I gained through CCCC’s CDL program made the transition seamless.
Looking back, I see how vital Tribal Colleges are for our communities. They offer
opportunities close to home and foster student success. CCCC gave me more than a
certificate—it gave me confidence, opportunity, and a clear path forward.”

Building Futures, Strengthening Tribal Nations

TCUs are preparing the next generation of professionals in high-demand fields such as
natural resources, health, information technology, and the building trades. By equipping
students with the skills most needed in their communities, TCUs are laying the
foundation for sustained Tribal and regional economic growth.

TCUs prepare their students for careers in high-demand fields. However, meeting the
growing demand for a future-ready workforce requires increased investment and
resources to expand programs, upgrade technology, and attract qualified faculty.

Technology is transforming higher education, CCCC with the Spirit Lake community, is
committed to embracing this change. Continued investment is critical to strengthen
capacity and meet the growing demands of an AI-driven workforce.

To prepare students for emerging career pathways and support regional economic growth,
CCCC seeks to:

Enhance digital infrastructure and AI-enabled learning tools to deliver modern, relevant
education; and
Expand technology-focused training and applied learning opportunities to connect
students with employers and improve career readiness.


