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About Sitting Bull College

Sitting Bull College (SBC) is located on the Standing Rock reservation in
North Dakota, with two sites in South Dakota. Guided by Lakota/Dakota
culture, values, and language, Sitting Bull College is committed to
building intellectual capital through academic, career, and technical
education and promoting economic and social development. SBC's
Vision comes from our namesake, Chief Sitting Bull. We pursue our
Mission by focusing on our students and the communities they live in.
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Success Begins with Student Services

TCUs are committed to educating and empowering students to
advance the Tribal and rural prosperity through alleviating financial
hardships, safety concerns, and academic challenges.

Sitting Bull College provides students the opportunity to apply for
Emergency Aid to ease financial burden while attending classes. Our
Emergency Aid program has assisted students with car repairs, gas,
utilities/rent, and food.

Policy Priorities for the 119" Congress

Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs) are key drivers of workforce
development and economic growth within local, regional, and national
economies. As centers of learning and scientific inquiry, TCUs provide
open-access education to all students. When Congress funds TCUs,
entire communities are strengthened.

Policy priorities for TCUs:

(1) Address historical
underfunding through targeted
TCU investments in workforce
development opportunities;

(2) Increase flexible funding, which
allows TCUs to develop
community-specific programs and
build needed facilities;

(3) Support amendments to 1994
land-grant programs to create a
level playing field for 1994s within
the land-grant system.

Sitting Bull College:
Facts at a Glance

309/342 = +11%

Students Enrolled
Fall 2024/Fall 2025

$4,010

Affordable Tuition
Less than $5,000 per year

71

Student to Faculty Ratio

80%

Students receive Federal
Pell Grants

20%

Part-Time Students

80%

Full-Time Students
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TCUs as Economic Engines: Advancing Tribal Prosperity

TCUs play a vital role in some of the nation’s most remote regions, offering technical
training and affordable post-secondary education while serving as economic hubs for
rural communities. In September 2025, AIHEC published an economic study highlighting
the impact of TCUs on both regional and national economies.

Sitting Bull College: Driving Economic Development

e SBC alumni contributed $15.2 million to the Standing Rock Reservation economy - the
equivalent of supporting 204 jobs.

e For every $1.00 invested in SBC, students gain $4.30 in lifetime earnings, U.S.
taxpayers gain $2.30 in added tax revenue and public sector savings, and society
gains $6.20 in added income and social savings; In total, North Dakota taxpayers gain
$4.9 million in added tax revenue and public sector savings.

TCUs as Workforce Hubs: Advancing Skills, Careers, and

Communities

TCUs are preparing the next generation of professionals in high-demand fields such as
natural resources, health, information technology, and the building trades. By equipping
students with the skills most needed in their communities, TCUs are laying the
foundation for sustained Tribal and regional economic growth.

At SBC, Nursing, Business, Criminal Justice, Education, Information Technology, and
Trades are in demand, which leads to employment opportunities. For example, SBC's
online Practical Nursing and Information Technology/Cybersecurity programs are
among its most successful, with the nursing program—one of the college’s largest—
helping address the critical healthcare workforce shortage on our reservations.

Workforce Ready: A Success Story from SITTING BULL COLLEGE

to Industry

Jenna Brave Bull - May 2025

Jenna began her college journey in 2011 at Bismarck State College. She later stepped
away from school to care for her grandmother during hospice. In fall 2022, Jenna
returned to higher education at Sitting Bull College, enrolling in the Associate of Science
in Practical Nursing program. Throughout her studies, Jenna completed extensive
clinical hours in both rural and urban healthcare settings. During her final semester, she
secured an internship with Sanford Dialysis and was subsequently offered a position at
Sanford Hospital after passing the NCLEX-PN in May.

Sitting Bull College serves as a vital gateway to workforce opportunities across North
Dakota and South Dakota. The college provides clear pathways into high-demand
careers and supports continued advancement through a range of certificate, associate,
bachelor's, and master's degree programs.

Building Futures, Strengthening Tribal Nations

TCUs prepare their students for careers in high-demand fields. However, meeting the
growing demand for a future-ready workforce requires increased investment and
resources to expand programs, upgrade technology, and attract qualified faculty.

Sitting Bull College equips students for high-demand careers, but expanding programs,
modernizing technology, and recruiting qualified faculty will require increased
investment to meet the growing need for a future-ready workforce.

Sitting Bull College is a member of the
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC)




