Stone Child College

Box Elder, Montana

About Stone Child College

Stone Child College (SCC) revitalizes Tribal heritage and shapes
futures by preserving the Chippewa Cree language and culture, while
empowering students through degree programs, certificates, and
community education to develop careers, advance knowledge, and
strengthen our region.

Success Begins with Student Support
TCUs are committed to educating and empowering students to -
advance the Tribal and rural prosperity through alleviating financial SCC: Facts at a Glance

hardships, safety concerns, and academic challenges. Scholarships
awarded by SCC help meet the students' financial needs outside of 293/289 — +2%

the classroom. SCC’s co-advising model helps reach out to students

offering personalized academic support. Students Enrolled
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Policy Priorities for the 119™ Congress

Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs) are key drivers of workforce $3,61 0
development and economic growth within local, regional, and Affordable Tuition
national economies. As centers of learning and scientific inquiry, Less than $5,000 per year
TCUs provide open-access education to all students. When Congress
funds TCUs, entire communities are strengthened. 1 1 .1
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Policy priorities for TCUs:

(1) Address historical
underfunding through targeted
TCU investments in workforce 70%
development opportunities;
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Students receive Federal

(2) Increase flexible funding, Pell Grants
which allows TCUs to develop

community-specific programs 0
and build needed facilities; 54 /0
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(3) Support amendments to 1994

land-grant programs to create a

level playing field for 1994s 46%
within the land-grant system.

Full-Time Students

Stone Child College | 2026 Impact Sheet




$3.8 billion

Added Income

Total annual alumni
impact of the
nation’s TCUs

u.s.

40,732

TCU impacts by
industry in the

i
I

\ jobs supported ,

Sy

AMERICAN INDIAN
. HIGHER EDUCATION

’

CONSORTIUM

TCUs as Economic Engines: Advancing Tribal Prosperity

TCUs play a vital role in some of the nation’s most remote regions, offering technical
training and affordable post-secondary education while serving as economic hubs for
rural communities. In September 2025, AIHEC published an economic study highlighting
the impact of TCUs on both regional and national economies.

Stone Child College: Driving Economic Development
e SCC's alumni contributed $37.8 million to the Northcentral Montana economy - the
equivalent of supporting 633 jobs.
e For every $1.00 invested in SCC, students gain $1.10 in lifetime earnings, society gains
$3.80 in added income and social savings. In total, Montana taxpayers gain $912,800
in added tax revenue and public sector savings.

TCUs as Workforce Hubs: Advancing Skills, Careers, &

Communities

TCUs are preparing the next generation of professionals in high-demand fields such as
natural resources, health, information technology, and the building trades. By equipping
students with the skills most needed in their communities, TCUs are laying the foundation
for sustained Tribal and regional economic growth.

One notable degree among the many that SCC offers is the Bachelor of Science in
Elementary Education. This program is highly sought after, as it helps address the teacher
shortage impacting our communities.

Workforce Ready: A Success Story from Stone Child College to

Industry

Jazmyne Torres - Graduating Spring 2026

Jazmyne began her education at SCC, where SCC's advising, AIHEC-supported programs,
and culturally focused art courses helped her succeed. She earned her Associate of Arts
in Studio Arts in May 2025 and is now pursuing an Associate in Liberal Arts. While not
yet in full-time employment, she gained meaningful work-based learning experience
through Student Leadership and the Student Internship program by organizing
workshops, cultural events, and art shows. These experiences strengthened her
workforce skills and continue to support her goal of opening a hair and studio arts
business in the Rocky Boy or Box Elder area. Jazmyne's story highlights how TCUs like
SCC prepare Native students for future careers through culturally grounded, hands-on
learning that aligns with this Administration’s priorities.

Building Futures, Strengthening Tribal Nations

TCUs prepare their students for careers in high-demand fields. However, meeting the
growing demand for a future-ready workforce requires increased investment and
resources to expand programs, upgrade technology, and attract qualified faculty.

SCC is advancing a critical initiative to construct a library and expand its faculty capacity.
These investments are not simply educational enhancements—they are strategic drivers
of workforce development and economic resilience. By improving access to academic
resources and strengthening program quality, the college will equip students with the
skills needed to meet regional labor demands in high-growth sectors. This effort directly
addresses workforce shortages, reduces economic disparities, and fosters long-term
prosperity for the reservation and surrounding communities.




