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About California Indian Nations College
California Indian Nations College (CINC) is a two-year Tribal College (pending
expected application approval by the Department of the Interior) chartered
by the Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians. Although California is
home to more than 1.4 million American Indians and Alaska Natives—and
nearly one-fifth of all federally recognized Tribes—CINC stands out as the
state’s only Tribally-charted college to attain candidacy for accreditation and
expects to attain full accreditation soon. Students from over 100 Tribes have
chosen CINC as the foundation for their academic journeys, many continuing
on to achieve success within the University of California and California State
University systems.

Success Begins with Student Support

TCUs are committed to educating and empowering students to advance
the Tribal and rural prosperity through alleviating financial hardships,
safety concerns, and academic challenges.

CINC is committed to each student's success, offering personalized
support that empowers learners at every stage of their academic
journey. Dedicated advisors work one-on-one with students, build
strong academic readiness skills, and develop the confidence needed to
thrive in college and beyond. To remove barriers, CINC provides all
students with textbooks, laptops, and reliable internet support.

Policy Priorities for the 119" Congress

Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs) are key drivers of workforce
development and economic growth within local, regional, and national
economies. As centers of learning and scientific inquiry, TCUs provide
open-access education to all students. When Congress funds TCUs,
entire communities are strengthened.

Policy priorities for TCUs:
(1) Address historical underfunding through targeted TCU investments
in workforce development opportunities;

(2) Increase flexible funding, which allows TCUs to develop community-
specific programs and build needed facilities;

(3) Support amendments to 1994 land-grant programs to create a level
playing field for 1994s within the land-grant system.

CINC:
Facts at a Glance

161/167 = +3%

Students Enrolled
Fall 2024/Fall 2025

$205

Affordable Tuition (per credit)
*100% funded by institutional funds during
Annual Year 2025-2026

11:1

Student to Faculty Ratio

86%

Part-Time Students

14%

Full-Time Students
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TCUs as Economic Engines: Advancing Tribal Prosperity

$3.8 billion TCUs play a vital role in some of the nation’s most remote regions, offering
Added Income technical training and affordable post-secondary education while serving as
Total annual alumni ic hubs f | ities. In September 2025, AIHEC published
T e economic hubs for rural communities. In September , published an
nation’s TCUs economic study highlighting the impact of TCUs on both regional and national
economies.

TCU impacts by CINC: Driving Economic Development

industry in the
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i 40,732 ] economy—the equivalent of supporting 40,732 jobs.
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V4 in lifetime earnings, taxpayers gain $1.60 in added tax revenue, and public
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sector savings; and society gains $4.80 in added income and social savings.

TCUs as Workforce Hubs: Advancing Skills, Careers, and

Communities

TCUs are preparing the next generation of professionals in high-demand fields
such as natural resources, health, information technology, and the building
trades. By equipping students with the skills most needed in their communities,
TCUs are laying the foundation for sustained Tribal and regional economic
growth.

As a new Tribal College, CINC offers an Associate of Science in General
Business, which is designed to prepare students to enter the workforce. CINC is
developing additional career and technical educational certificates.

Workforce Ready: A Success Story from CINC to Industry

Rose Saubel, Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians, CINC class of 2023
Rose began her college journey at one of the California Community Colleges.
Midway through her studies, she was introduced to CINC and enrolled. She
credits the CINC Path Breakers Program—a program designed to help students
achieve their post-graduation goals—for playing a pivotal role in her success.
Rose completed two internships: first, with the Model Intern Program at the
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, and later with the Tribal Law and Policy
Institute. Rose will begin a Judicial Internship in Spring 2026.

Building Futures, Strengthening Tribal Nations

TCUs prepare their students for careers in high-demand fields. However,
meeting the growing demand for a future-ready workforce requires increased
investment and resources to expand programs, upgrade technology, and attract
qualified faculty.

As a new Tribal College, CINC is building programs and capacity to serve the
workforce needs of the local and regional community. CINC needs facilities with
lab space to offer more STEM classes for students who wish to go directly into
the medical field, as there is a dire need in the Inland Empire and Coachella
Valley for medical professionals.

\ HIGHER EDUCATION California Indian Nations College (CINC) is a member of the
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC)
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