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About llisagvik College

llisagvik College, Alaska's only accredited Tribal College, provides
post-secondary academic, career, and technical education that
meets workforce needs while preserving Ifiupiat culture,
language, values, and traditions. It serves the remote North
Slope through holistic student support, youth and cultural
programs, and strong pathways to educational and career
success.

llisagvik College:
Success Begins with Student Support Facts at a Glance

TCUs are committed to educating and empowering students to
advance the Tribal and rural prosperity through alleviating 222/274 - +23%

financial hardships, safety concerns, and academic challenges. Students Enrolled

llisagvik provides critical student support services, including Fall 2024/Fall 2025

academic advising, free transportation, an emergency relief
fund, laptop loans, wellness and behavioral health programs, $5 260
tutoring, and cultural education. Holistic, wraparound support r

empowers our primarily first-generation students to succeed. Affordable Tuition (per year)

Policy Priorities for the 119* Congress 7:1

Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs) are key drivers of
workforce development and economic growth within local,
regional, and national economies. As centers of learning and
scientific inquiry, TCUs provide open-access education to all 25%
students. When Congress funds TCUs, entire communities are
strengthened.

Student to Faculty Ratio

Students receive Federal
Pell Grants

Policy priorities for TCUs:
(1) Address historical underfunding through targeted TCU 78%

investments in workforce development opportunities;
Part-Time Students

0
(3) Support amendments to 1994 land-grant programs to create 22 /0
a level playing field for 1994s within the land-grant system. Full-Time Students

(2) Increase flexible funding, which allows TCUs to develop
community-specific programs and build needed facilities;
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$3.8 billion

Added Income
Total annual alumni

impact of the
nation’s TCUs

TCU impacts by
industry in the
uU.s.

40,732

jobs supported

TCUs as Economic Engines: Advancing Tribal Prosperity

TCUs play a vital role in some of the nation’s most remote regions, offering technical
training and affordable post-secondary education while serving as economic hubs for
rural communities. In September 2025, AIHEC published an economic study
highlighting the impact of TCUs on both regional and national economies.

llisagvik College: Driving Economic Development
e |lisagvik College alumni contributed $34.9 million to the North Slope Borough
economy - the equivalent of supporting 165 jobs.
e For every $1.00 invested in llisagvik College, students gain $4.80 in lifetime
earnings, society gains $1.50 in added income and social savings; In total, Alaska
taxpayers gain $2.5 million in added tax revenue and public sector savings.

TCUs as Workforce Hubs: Advancing Skills, Careers, &

Communities

TCUs are preparing the next generation of professionals in high-demand fields such
as natural resources, health, information technology, and the building trades. By
equipping students with the skills most needed in their communities, TCUs are laying
the foundation for sustained Tribal and regional economic growth.

llisagvik College supports economic development for the Ifiupiaq and other Alaska
Native Tribes by offering workforce-aligned training and academic programs that lead
to immediate employment opportunities. Alaska continues to face critical shortages in
education, healthcare, construction, and resource-development fields. To meet these
needs, the college offers an Indigenous Education program; a Liberal Arts program
with transfer pathways to four-year institutions; Allied Health and pre-nursing
certificates; a Dental Health Therapy program; and multiple Construction Technology
programs.

Workforce Ready: A Success Story from llisagvik College to

Industry

Audrey Marie Inukuyuk Saganna Jr. - estimated graduation Fall 2026

Audrey began her education at llisagvik College, where she is pursuing an Associate of
Arts in Liberal Arts and serves as the Student Government Association Vice President.
She chose llisagvik to explore her interests, build confidence, and reconnect with her
IAupiaq culture. Audrey plans to continue her studies in wildlife biology and pursue a
career in Arctic conservation while blending traditional knowledge with Western
science. Her journey reflects how llisagvik's culturally grounded education and work-
based learning experiences prepare students to become the next generation of the
Arctic workforce.

Building Futures, Strengthening Tribal Nations

TCUs prepare their students for careers in high-demand fields. However, meeting the
growing demand for a future-ready workforce requires increased investment and
resources to expand programs, upgrade technology, and attract qualified faculty.

llisagvik College: To address the region’s growing workforce needs, llisagvik is
expanding its programs and strengthening partnerships that build local capacity.
Continued investment will support construction of the new campus, the launch of two
science programs, implementation of a four-year education degree, and expansion of
vocational training in maritime, CDL, and skilled trades—helping to strengthen
Alaska's workforce and close regional skills gaps.

llisagvik College is a member of the

American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC)




