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Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs) are key drivers of workforce
development and economic growth within local, regional, and national
economies. As centers of learning and scientific inquiry, TCUs provide
open-access education to all students. When Congress funds TCUs, entire
communities are strengthened.

Part-Time Students

82%

Full-Time Students
18%

Policy Priorities for the 119  Congressth

Macy, Santee, and South Sioux City, Nebraska

Nebraska Indian Community College (NICC), a 1994 Land Grant and
HLC-accredited (since 1986) Tribal College, offers certificates, associate
degrees, and two bachelor's programs across campuses in Macy,
South Sioux City, and Santee. NICC provides a $1 per credit tuition
reduction scholarship and flexible online learning for the UmoNhoN,
Isanti Dakota, and all learners.

About Nebraska Indian Community College
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Student Enrollment Management
Strategic Enrollment Management (SEM) is student success work and
tends to create practices and resources focused on student success.
SEM work helps colleges focus on enrollment, retention, and
graduation.‌ ‌

NICC continues to refine our data resources so we can follow metrics‌
that help us learn more about who our students are, how they are‌
doing, and what they need. This then creates the road map (strategic‌
enrollment management plan) towards student success.‌

100%
Students receive Institutional
Scholarship of $169 per credit

making the tuition $1 per
credit

NICC : Facts at a Glance 

Policy priorities for TCUs:
(1) Address historical
underfunding through targeted
TCU investments in workforce
development opportunities;

(2) Increase flexible funding, which
allows TCUs to develop
community-specific programs and
build needed facilities;

(3) Support amendments to 1994
land-grant programs to create a
level playing field for 1994s within
the land-grant system.

Students who receive Federal 
Pell Grants

72%



TCU impacts by
industry in the

U.S.

40,732
jobs supported

$3.8 billion
Added Income

Total annual alumni
impact of the
nation’s TCUs

TCUs as Economic Engines: Advancing Tribal Prosperity
TCUs play a vital role in some of the nation’s most remote regions, offering technical
training and affordable post-secondary education while serving as economic hubs for
rural communities. In September 2025, AIHEC published an economic study highlighting
the impact of TCUs on both regional and national economies.

Nebraska Indian Community College: Driving Economic Development
NICC alumni contributed $10.0 million to the NICC Service Region economy - the
equivalent of supporting 178 jobs.
For every $1.00 spend on NICC, students gain $7.40 in lifetime earnings, U.S.
taxpayers gain $1.70 in added tax revenue and public sector savings, and society
gains $5.40 in added income and social savings. In total, Nebraska taxpayers gain
$2.1 million in added tax revenue and public sector savings.

NICC Successes:
Over the last year, NICC developed a new A.A.S. Degree in Industrial Trades, which
was designed with flexibility to equip students with the broad range of skills and
knowledge necessary to thrive in the dynamic landscape of modern industry.
Students majoring in Industrial Trades are encouraged to develop their own
program, focusing on cutting-edge technology within various industrial sectors. This
provides students with a solid foundation in areas such as: technical trades,
manufacturing, computer-aided design, food sovereignty, and renewable energy. It
currently serves as a stackable credential to our existing certificate in carpentry, and
we are also planning to develop additional stackable credentials in welding and
other trades. 
NICC received approval to launch its second baccalaureate degree, a B.S. in
Indigenous Environmental Health that combines public health and environmental
science through an Indigenous lens. We successfully hired more faculty, developed
course syllabi, strengthened program learning outcomes, and identified metrics and
assessment tools. We are excited that we launched this degree in Fall of 2025.

TCUs as Workforce Hubs: Advancing Skills, Careers, &
Communities
TCUs are preparing the next generation of professionals in high-demand fields such as
natural resources, health, information technology, and the building trades. By
equipping students with the skills most needed in their communities, TCUs are laying
the foundation for sustained Tribal and regional economic growth.

NICC has expanded from targeted course offerings to stackable certificates and degree
pathways that respond to workforce and community needs. With two of three
campuses located on the Santee Sioux Nation and Omaha Tribal reservations, NICC
serves rural areas with limited access to essential services, including childcare,
sustainable food systems, healthcare, housing, and skilled trades. Through expanded
academic programs and partnerships with regional employers, NICC supports
workforce skill development, employee advancement, and long‑term economic stability
across the reservation and surrounding communities.

In-demand stackable credentials at NICC that directly lead to employment:
Child Development Associate (CDA) certificate → AA Early Childhood Education
Certified Nurse Assistant and Med Aide certificates 
Community Counseling certificate → AA Human Services
AA Business → BA Business Administration and Tribal Nation Building
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Nebraska Indian Community College is a member of the 
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC)

Workforce Ready: A Success Story from NICC to Industry
Rosalind Grant - May 2025 Graduate
Rosalind Grant (Omaha Tribe of Nebraska) earned her Associate of Science in General
Science Studies in May 2025 and was recognized as NICC’s Student of the Year. She
completed the AIHEC Summer Climate Resilience Internship (2024) and an internship
at the NICC Greenhouse, building applied experience in environmental and climate
science.

As a NASA Fellow, Rosalind collaborated with the University Corporation for
Atmospheric Research, NOAA CAP/RISA Midwest Climate Program, National Weather
Service Omaha Forecast Office, Platte Basin Timelapse, and the Omaha Tribe of
Nebraska. Her work advanced community‑based weather monitoring and climate
resilience, including installing a weather station on Isanti land, assisting with planning
for a weather station on Omaha Tribal land, and developing climate education
materials for community use. She was also invited to share her expertise on
Indigenous climate resilience as a panelist for the Iowa City Foreign Relations Council.
These experiences directly supported her transition into a full‑time Staff Scientist role
with the Tribal Environmental Protection Department, where her long‑term goal is to
help develop a tribally driven climate action plan. Rosalind is currently continuing her
education toward a Bachelor of Science in Indigenous Environmental Health at NICC,
while actively supporting environmental resilience and public health in her
community.

Building Futures, Strengthening Tribal Nations
TCUs prepare their students for careers in high-demand fields. However, meeting
the growing demand for a future-ready workforce requires increased investment
and resources to expand programs, upgrade technology, and attract qualified
faculty.

Need for a business incubator to expand educational opportunities
The project represents a $1,979,900 investment to construct a 6,195‑square‑foot
Business Incubator wing on the south side of the Macy Campus. The facility will
include 10 private offices, two conference rooms, two classrooms, a commercial
kitchen, a recording studio, and storage space. Designed to support startup and
small businesses, the incubator will provide furnished professional offices, shared
meeting spaces, entrepreneur training classrooms, food‑business preparation space,
and resources for marketing and virtual instruction.

By connecting the new wing to the existing campus, the project will leverage current
infrastructure—including high‑speed internet and secure access systems—to reduce
operating costs for participating businesses while maintaining a professional and
secure environment.

The Business Incubator directly advances NICC’s academic, workforce, and economic
development goals, particularly following the College’s 2023 accreditation to offer a
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration and Tribal Nation Building, which
enrolled 90 students in its inaugural fall semester. The space will serve students,
alumni, and local entrepreneurs as a hub for mentorship, internships, workshops,
networking, and faculty‑led instruction.

This project aligns with NICC’s broader economic development strategy and
complements a similar incubator‑style expansion currently under construction at the
Santee Community Center, scheduled for completion this summer.
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