
AIHEC Page B-1

How Many Students Do Tribal Colleges Serve?October 1998

HHHHHOW MOW MOW MOW MOW MANY STUDENTS DOANY STUDENTS DOANY STUDENTS DOANY STUDENTS DOANY STUDENTS DO
TRIBTRIBTRIBTRIBTRIBAL CAL CAL CAL CAL COOOOOLLEGES SERVE?LLEGES SERVE?LLEGES SERVE?LLEGES SERVE?LLEGES SERVE?

Since the initial years of the Tribal College move-

ment, enrollment at the colleges has increased at

a rapid rate. In 1982, enrollment at the colleges stood

at approximately 2,000 (O’Brien, 1992). By 1996-97,

however, enrollment over the 12-month academic pe-

riod reached 24,363 undergraduates and 260 graduate

students.1  The number of undergraduates averaged 870

per school, and ranged from several thousand at Diné

College to less than 200 at the Institute of American

Indian Arts. Because Tribal College students “stop-out”

or skip semesters more frequently than do traditional

undergraduates—similar to students at community col-

leges overall—fall enrollment figures are lower. In 1996,

fall enrollment totaled 16,689 undergraduates—approxi-

mately half of them full-time and half part-time—and

151 post-baccalaureate students.  This represents a sub-

stantial increase—42 percent—from the fall of 1990,

in which the colleges reported a total of 11,767 stu-

dents (NCES, 1990-1997).2

In a sign of the growing influence of the Tribal College

movement, during the 1990s Tribal College enrollment

has increased more rapidly than has American Indian

enrollment at mainstream institutions. Between 1990

and 1996, fall enrollment of American Indian students

at Tribal Colleges increased by 62 percent. Today, Tribal

College students account for 7 percent of all American

Indian students. In comparison, American Indian en-

rollment increased by 36 percent at mainstream col-

leges over the same period. The growth in enrollment

at Tribal Colleges was concentrated in a few states:

California, Montana, New Mexico, North Dakota, and

South Dakota. In each of these states, enrollment of

American Indians increased at a faster rate at Tribal
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Measures of enrollment

The National Center for Education Statistics uses several measures of student enrollment at postsecondary

institutions:

• An unduplicated headcount during a 12-month period measures the total number of students enrolled

during the 12-month reporting period in any courses leading to a degree or that are part of a vocational

or occupational program. Each student is counted only once during the reporting period. Unduplicated

12-month enrollment at Tribal Colleges reached 24,623 in 1996-97.

• Fall headcount enrollment measures the number of students enrolled for credit or in a vocational or

occupational program at the institution as of October 15 of that year, or on the institution’s official fall

reporting date. Each student is counted only once during the reporting period. Fall 1996 enrollment at

Tribal Colleges was 16,840.

• Full-time equivalent (FTE) enrollment attempts to adjust enrollment figures by attendance patterns. All

full-time students are counted, plus a portion of part-time students. FTE enrollment can be used for

either 12-month or fall periods. FTE enrollment at Tribal Colleges for fall 1996 was 11,221.

In addition, a special enrollment measure is used by the Bureau of Indian Affairs for Tribal Colleges in

particular:

• Indian Student Count (ISC) measures the number of FTE American Indian/Alaskan Native students

enrolled according to a specific formula, for the purposes of distributing funds under the Tribally Con-

trolled College or University Assistance Act. In FY 1999, the ISC count for colleges funded under this

Act was 9,212.

Colleges than at mainstream institutions. Moreover, in

three of these states—Montana, North Dakota, and

South Dakota—the majority of American Indian col-

1 These enrollment figures include data from only the 29 colleges that reported to IPEDS; Little Priest Tribal College, White Earth

Tribal and Community College and Red Crow Community College are not included. Graduate numbers include only Oglala Lakota

College and Sinte Gleska University.

2 Figures for 1996 include data from 28 colleges (in addition to the colleges noted in the previous footnote, the College of the

Menominee Nation is not included), while 1990 figures include only 20 colleges.

lege students in the state are enrolled at Tribal Colleges

(NCES, 1990-1997; Hines and Higham, 1997).
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Comparison of Indian Fall Enrollment, 1990 and 1996

Source: NCES, 1990-1997.
Notes: Data on Tribal College students for fall 1996 include 28 colleges, while figures for fall 1990 include 20 colleges. Data
in 1990 were not available for some of the colleges because they did not report to IPEDS in that year, did not provide fall
enrollment figures, or had not been established.
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ZA 814,7 041,01 %73 424,1 406,1 %31 %61 %41

AC 352,12 258,22 %8 321 091 %45 %1 %1

SK 141,1 568,1 %36 138 918 %1- %24 %13

IM 365,3 922,4 %91 .A.N 162 _ _ %6

NM 010,2 589,2 %94 .A.N 72 _ _ %1

TM 199 624,1 %44 244,1 023,2 %16 %95 %26

DN 666 319 %73 059 283,1 %54 %95 %06

EN 884 268 %77 142 272 %31 %33 %42

MN 044,4 979,6 %75 071 939 %254 %4 %21

DS 877 388 %31 431,1 555,1 %73 %95 %46

AW 868,3 041,6 %95 .A.N 765 _ _ %8

IW 150,2 533,2 %41 .A.N 892 _ _ %11

:latoT 656,69 209,131 %63 513,6 432,01 %26 %6 %7


